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s m‘! has happened to the old

wrestliing game?" “Why the
revived Interest ™ &

This is a question baseball end foot-

- _ball fans are asking. It is dne that

& might well be asked considering the

m!rglotmoapmmduuqnm

pronounces him ons of the cleanest,
gquarest athletes ever turned out from
the ranks of ths amateurs.

" Waino Eetonen.—Wonderful wrestler
from Finland, holder of ths middle-
weight championship, Ketonen doesn’t
care how tough his opponents are or
what their reputations for ability on
the mat. He will tackle them all and
take a chance on wimning., His only
defeat in America was at ths hands of
Mike YoKsl, Ketonen Ilater won the
championship in a sensational maitch.

‘ever produced, He

% ‘Eamse
_‘mdictl this wrestler will hold the

title for many years. |
-Johnny Meyers,—Seansational welter-
welght wrestler. Has lost only one fall
in 468 matchés. Thiz fall was gained
by Ben Reubsen moq:tly at the Colis-
‘mewrrs in Chicago. ' Meyers has steadily
developed until he is feared and dodeod
by sileged champions in all parts of
m Uﬂttl;lhﬂtll:;al.h.ﬁ.ny wrestler who
feats ! who halls from She-
Doygan. Wis. will have to go at his

| best and win on his merits, Mevers is

mmwmmymtch. He has be-
come. one 'of the big drawing cards of
‘lhom..

A

_‘restlikng Game Is Being Revived

Johnny Billjiter—XLdightwelght cham-
pion, whose home ia at Toledo. A won-
derful grappler at hia weight and gen-
erally pronounced the best gladiator of
the mat in the world at 130 pounds.
Billiter's eagerness to hold his title and
his abilfty to win with Gotch's toe
hold {nsuree the squareness of all the
matches jn which he contests.

To these must be added Ben Reuben,
Joe Smith, Anton Stecher and other
squara grapplers who have brought in
their influence to boost the mat game.

The appearance of new mat pro-
moters and mansgers trying to bulld
up the game is also a big factor in
boosting the wrestling' game, Gene
Melady, the Omaba promoter, is pack-
ing the largest bulldings in that city
and Council Biluffs, acroas the river,
every tims he stages bouts. Melady
has placed a premium upon square-
ness by a clanse that takes away the
receipts and gives them fto charity if
any crookedness is deteocted.

Arbiter Decides
Batter Is Entitled
To Half Run

RUBJ!I MARSHATLY., who would be

billed in vaudevills as an eccentric
comedian, but who is now endeavworing
to earn, money by the more serious
method of pitching winning ball for
the Tigers, is chock full of storles,

One of his latest has to do with a
ball game in which the umpire was
forced to render a decision that rivaled
the judgment of Solomon.

*"Two ' teams were playing a ball
game down in Kentucky,” says Mar-
shall, “and they came up to the last
half of the ninth inning with the score
tied, each having made two runs. With
two men out, the hitter broke the only
bat in the park on a foul ball, and they

' to o out and get an ax bhandle to
substitute for the ash. On the next
pitch the lending slugger of the town
hit ths pfll right on the noss with the
emergency bat. He happened 4o have
the sharp edge turned toward the glob-
ule; and hs split it right square.in two.

“One half went over the fence and
the other dropped inside the park. The

lemon larruper made the circuit of the

and his comrades clalmed that
the winning run had soored. Naturally
the other side put up a roar and the
umpirs stood a good chance of getting
mobbed, \no matter which way he de-
clded. As there were plefity of weapons
in piain gig it behooved him to think
carefaily ore he ruled.

“After pondering over the maitter for
some tjme, while;the fans began to un-
pack their artillery and get ready to go
into action, the judge of play rendered
the verdict that the home club had pvon
by & score of 2% to 2, giving the batter
half a run for knocking the fragment
of bzll over the fenmce. The visitors
couldn't find anything in the rule book
to offer in rebuttal, and they had to ac-
cept this decision, so both sidea re-
paired to a copvenient still and con-
ducted themselves as Kentucky gentle-
men u.lually do in their moment- of
social relaxa I claim{ that Mr.
TUmpirs used hl- head in a pinch and
that Carnegie ought to give him a hero

meédal for saving his own Ilife.” ’

'KAUFF GREATEST
PLAYER EVER—
JOE TINKER

ENNIE EKAUFF, formerly of the
Iate Federal league and now with
the Gilants, has been heard to say on
numerous occasions that Bennie Kauff
was, ls and always would be the great-
est ball player in the world
For which expressed hatred of him-
self Benjamin has been put down as a
very swell headed guy.
But the most egotistical of Ben's con-
fessions are completaly snowed under
by compliments which Joa Tinker, an-
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' BENNY KAUFF.

other member of the late Federal
league, ‘pays to the new Giant out-
ﬁ@der.

Bennle Kauff is as far ahead of Ty
Cobb or any other ball player as Cobb
has been ahead of his rivals all these
vears,” sald Manager Tinker, as he left
the diamond recently after seeing his
Cuba take a beating from Cleveland.

*He, hasn't overrated himself a bit.
Heé can hit a ball just as far as he
wants and is a great ‘m around player,
He ‘will be the sensation of baseball
from now on, take my tip.”

TEN SECOND MEN IN BASEBALL.
ONE often hears of "ten second” men

in baseball, but it.jis doubtful If
there is a sprinter in the game who can
make & hundred yards in that time. At
the camp of the Reds in Bhreveport re-
cently a mile race was put on. Wade
Killifer ran the distance around the
Shreveport track in his baseball uni-
Torm in 6 mjnutes 26 seconds, a pace
that probably could be beaten by a log
of well developed office boys.

LONG SEASON FOR THE COAST
LEAGUE.
THR Pacific Coast league baseball
season began on April 4 and will
end Oet. 290,
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Ball Players More Ma

Old time fansg always will give one
an argument as o whether baseball is
any faster now than it was In the paim}'
days of “Fop" Anson and “"King” Kelly.

The esllver temple brigade finds it
mighty hard to admit that Ty
has ¥thing on some of the stars of
vesteryvear and that Walter Johnson is
harder to hit than Amos Rusie was
before Ames tried to strike out John
Barleycorn evening after the
game. But there is one point on which
the veteran patrons and playsrs con-
cede something to the present genera-
tion. They admit that baseball man-
ners off the field are better now than
they were gnce,

Thera used to be a time when man-
agers of first ¢lass hotels would have
welcomed a proposition to house big
league ball clubs just as much as they
would have rojoiced in the chance to
entertain @ flock of plagues patients.
The very idea filled them with horror,
for the players were likely to do almost
anything, except burn the house down.

Al of the old time ball players were
not toughs. In fact, the large major-
ity behaved as well as anybody could
ask. But there was a falr percentage
of fellows who never were inténded for
palite sdciety. The "bad mctors"” werse
allowed about zall' the rope they cared
to! take, too, for the better ‘element
figured that every man’'s conduct was
his owp business.

Nowndays rowdyviem off the fleld has
virtually been . eliminated.
then gome Iindividnal kicks over tha
traces, but the @pirit of the managers
and clubs is azainst anything smack-
ing of “rough stuff.,” and those who
want to cut up scelk some plhce where
their boss and their comrades will not
find them.

o at present the hotels of the best
grade; instead of calling for the police
when a major lsague club tries to reg-
Ister, hang out the welcome sign. ILew
Tuller, owner of a leading Detrolt ho-
tel, I8 one landlord who doesn't care
how many ball clubs stop at his
house. He had the White'Sox as guegts
all last season and savs that a bettar
behaved body could not be recruited
anywhere in the world.

“Prejudices agalnst ball clubs are dy-
ing fast among hotel proprietors,” szld
Mr. Tuller recently. “In fact. it is-just
about dead now. The members of the
Chicazo club, whom I entartained last
year, compars favorably in deportment
with anybody who comes here. In fact,
you never would know that thet'es was
a baseball asgregation in the hotel so
aduiet ara the men. Lots of my guests
never learn that they have been stop-
ping under the same, roof with Eddie
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T'!' COBB, the great Defroit outfisldsr, says he will attempt to estahlish o nev
record for base stealing this season. I

=

How Sinclair Got Rid of His Playvers

HOW it was that Harry F. BSinclair | which Sinclair was to back: W‘hen the | known that some of the
Feds were eliminated from the base- |
ball world Sinclair no longer had any |

abtained control of about thirty of
the best players of the Federal leazue
and was permitted to sell them to the
hizghest bidders and pocket the pro-
coads is enswerad by one who knows
in this way:

Sinclair purchased Lee Mazes, Ben-
ny Ksauff and several stars and others
fromm the Brookiyn club lata last sum-
mer for the purpose of putting them in
the lineup of the team which the Feds
planned to put into New York ‘and

place to play those Brookfed stars, and
he did the only npatural thing, sold
them. Sinclair took the other playvers
from the Kansas City, Buffalo antd oth-

er clubs [n prayment for the money |
which he had loaned to thogs cluba

during the season of 1915.. 8inclair has
kept silent as to how he actually came
into ownership of thosa players, merely
because he saw no reason to make

clitha wers
such shape that he had
monay out of his private accour!
When peace was made in b
| was found that Sinclalr
$200,000 in the hole through advar
'eash to clubs In the league, Sin
was willlng. to wipe cleéean the slute an
chargea.the $200,000 to & racreatipn =
count, but the Hinclair debtors Ipulst
that he take the plck of thas Flayes:
pointing .out that in selling
could reimburse himself.

them
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by ground keepers.
d third base should have
axtent within the Intersec-
} of the diamond, while second
be so placed that only
2

of its extent Is within the
lines, which meet at ex-

notly the center of the baz.
the distance between the in-
of the boundary lines of the
mu\nny be ninety feet. the actual
© -distance is considerably less. Many n
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mh tlm combined width of home,
plate and the first cushion, each cush-
fon being fifteen inches, according to
ml-tlon. While twelve inches of homs
tqmr.he- 11:. boundary lime of the

Once on first bass, the runner would
have to take n lead of twenty-two and

!am-hlﬂimhumonthanthenomﬁ

one in order to steal second with the
same effor{ if the bags were all placed
outside ths nd, making it neces-
SAry to run ninety feet.

These are ftrifies, but the manager
who Is-looking for the “percentage’—
lagders like Stallings, Jones and others

—will wateh even such details a=s
these,

Cravath Wauts Home Run Mark
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nhltby!es-thp.ntwo
fmches, whieh repre-

G.LHBY ‘CRAVATH, the Philadelphin National's sturdy outfielder, 18 out to
utahllsh a home run record this season.

Last y=ar he made twenty-four.
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LOWDERMILK TOO OLD

TO LEARN NEW TRICKS

JHughey Jennings !s depending on

Grover Lowdermilk to pull his club
out of the champlonship fire he is fiy-
ing in the face of Old Man Praobability.
Grover's great weakness is jack of con-
trol. When 'he swings his tremendous
arm through the winding up arc
Grover's eve s not on. the plate. Nor
yet ia it on the batter.
It {8 not until just before the moment
of delivery that Grover's optics focus
on the few sguare inches of space
through which Iis fasat ball must
cleave if he is to come through as per
instructions from his boss. \
Experta In pitching think this is ths
fault that has kept Grover fromx being
one of the greatest mound men of all
time.
It is contended that he ought to keaep
his eye on the objective from the start
of his windup to the moment of dellv-
ery in order to gain the coveted *“con-
trol™

The natural query is, ‘“Why doesn’t
he reform his system?”’ And the only
reply is that he can’t. Grover is no

spring chicken. He has been through
the mill several years and is p‘racttCa.hy
hopeiass.

Branch Rickey was =asked recently
about Grover. Branth sold Lowder-
milk for $4,000 Izte last sea=on to the
Tigers. This is what he thought of the
lanky one:

“Grover is institutionalized. I think
he has passed the time whan he can be
instructed. He iz hard working and
conacfentious, but he just can't changs
his old tricks. FHis pitehing habits are
parmanently formed.

“I had this in mind when 1 let Low-
dermilk go. What usefulnczs he had
was waning, not coming. Furthermore,
it was more or less a case of a cholce
between hilm and Koob "I saw =
chance to develop Koob, none Ifor
Grover.

“For that reason I will be genuinely
surprised if Jennings is abla to improve
Grover. I think his wildness is habit-
ual He may be usaful to a heavy hit-
ting eclub like Detroit, but that he will
ever overcome his chief fault T find It
hard to believe.”

There iz more of a possibility that
Bill James will “"return.” “When right
James Is good. He was a sick man last
season, it appears, and falled to repeat
the =plendid season he displayed for
the Browns In 1014,

The Browns recelved for James
something like $11,000. The pick of a
minor league club was also involved In
the turn of events, The Browns nead-
ed money, so James was shipped away,
If he should regain his health and|
piteh hils best ball for Detrolt, Jennings
would be repaid several times over for
his expenditure. The only thing that
stood between the Tigers and the pen-

BEDIENT WELL FIXED,_

UGH BEDIENT,.who has signed to

play with Roger Bresnahan's Tole-
do team, 18 in baseball not because he
needs the money, but for the love of it.
Bedlent is the guy who got $7.000 cash
down for k}tgning a 'contract with the
Feds, and he put the money Into such
grmd investments that it nets him a
nice lttle income,

WILLIE KWEELER OUTHIT COBB.
A SPORT writer in an effiort to com-
pare the records of Tyrus Cobb

and Willle Keeler, the present batting

champlion end the champion of two
decades agg respectively, compiled rec-
ords of their performances for ten
veara. He found Cobb's batting awver-
age for that period was .369 and Keel-
er'a was .872.

Hal Chase Will Strengthen Red

nant last year appears to have hf‘v—'l‘i
Iack of a first class veteran twirier

ik

two.

i VVITH Hal Chas
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the Cincinnat! Reds are strengthened considernbly.
/ plug up the one weak spot on Herzog's infield.

PASSING OF THORPE
'AS BALL PLAYER

 e————

N the matter of remolding things an
persons nedrer to. the hesrt's d
sire, soma writers contgnd that L 1
poor Indian fs stubborn clay. The am
bitlous potter whe would contvact L
remodel Mr. Lo according to bils owu
~idens of usefulness has a tough teik

Passing over many Instances owutslc
the sporting realm ifllustraring . the
peint, we come to the case of John
Graw, potter extraordinary to the
York baseball club.

John J. bought a promising  bi
material in James Thorpe, the
Sac¢ Indian, famed the world ove
his unequaled prowess on athiatic
football flelds. In 1012 Thc,q-p;\ 3«-,:1
proved himself the greatest all aro
physical star in a test Aagalinst all th
best at Sto¢kholm

John, after ldying down the prics of
an imported six cylinder car j
year's gasoline supply for his we
ful assembilages of co- ordinating
thought that, with & master’s pat
and a touch there, he could convert
splendid runner;, jumper, hurdle
welght man Into the greatest b
player the world ever knew.

So confidendt wes MoeGraw that
addition to the purchase price
agreed,; 0 pay Mr. Lo J. T ¥
pringely number’of bucks per uni
for six semesters, to wit th
time enough to maks over
Europe or run down Villa

But it was not time enough for
making Jim Thorpe, The ¢ §
cate that the task is a1l but
While improvement wa
alight, not &t all in prc -t
labor and money expendod
the figures on Thorpe's big léacus wo
in three seasons:

Lhe n

Year. i
T s an e san 12 -4
R 8ri
MY, sovssenrasansnines a
This Is a three rne @
of .193, or, lpsas §
great many plic
In tlle three
nineteen runs,
New York t‘h:\‘ aPP
counting salars b
apent in tralnins

Thorpe showsdl n ©r
spring season. but Af

send him to the mind

The failtre cannot be uaso
MceGraw h .r‘rnu”"--s- h fas
f‘nl'-‘ur‘l Arciele fr 1 e TaW
IHe Has been time tr I an v
that part of the

OFFEHAS C-I'I‘o" GOL
x LAND ANy
"= has ll\:‘ll.. w0 acre  tra
ound to tha o H\.’ for
ralf course yalltine that the
shall pay taxeson tht lnnd for thes »-
fiftesn wet—
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